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By Jonathan C. Randal 

T7«iitrut*a Pot roreJsa 5<i»lce 

PARIS, Feb. 9 — Thanks to 
the ralcr.tless prodding o l a 
German woman bom just be- 
fore World War II, Frcnce 
has resumed efforts to extra* 
elite snd try Klaus Barbie, thef 
dreaded Gestapo chief In occu- 
pied Lyons. 

Tvrtce .condemned to death 
In absentia by French courts 
for his wartime* activities, 
which cost the lives of thou* 
sands of French Jews and uni 
der ground leader Jean Mou* 
ilin, Barbie disappeared from 
j Gerr.f ay when the West Ger* 
tman government decided not 
I to apply , the statute of ilnriu- 
t Ions to war crimes. 
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The French government has 
begun fresh extradition pro* 
ceedings against Barbie charg- 
ing that under the alias of 
Klaus Altmann the “butcher 
of Lyons" acquired Bolivian 
nationality under false preten- 
ses. 

While in Peru recently, Alt- 
man n was warned of the ex- 
tradition proceedings. He fled 
to Bolivia, which, unlike Peru, 
does not have a normal extra- 
dition treaty with France and 
prosecute* no crimes going 
back mere than 20 years. 

TV Interview 

Interviewed on French tele- 
vision last night, Altraann 
flirt claimed he knew no 
French but nonetheless later) 
mode it clear, that fce under- 
stood the language— and, in- 
deed, spoke it almost without 
accent. Despite his denials, 
there is a troubling coinci- 
dence between the birth dates 
of Barbie and Altraann and be- 
tween those cf their wives and 
children.- . 

Yet, three men and a 
woman who were personally 
tortured by Barbie during the 
occupation were almost reluc- 
tant to say straight out that 
Altraann was in fact their tor- 
turer.;’ AV : A • ... 

Despite their * . quasi -cer- 
tainty, : their reticence was 
uroraed np by one of Barbie's 
victims who said “before a 
court of law I would have to { 
say that J did not recognize i 
him/^.A ,• 

Altmann, who seemed on 
television a . beaten man, is 
currently, being held in Bolivia 
on a fraud charge. This should 
keep him in custody until it 
can be established whether he 
really is Barbie. If France can 
prove that be is he would be 
liable for extradition for hav- 
ing lied when applying for Bo- 
livian citizenship. 

No matter what the out-l 
come, the search for Barbie j 


would never have been prose* • Eurc-pe for her sr.G-Nazi von- 
cuted with such vigor were it j delta, in 1970 she was held by 


not for Beate Klarsfeld, a 32- 
year-old German woman. 

Daughter of a Protestant 
working-class family in Berlin, 
who married Serge Klarsfeld. 
a French Jew whose father; 
died in Auschwitz, 

Slapped Kicsinrer 

By l&H ^ she had wartime Paris, aa a Common 

name for herself by attacking , rrimmisRinm-r. 

West Germany’s then-Chancel- 


Warsaw police after chaining 
herself to a tree and distribut- 
ing pamphlets denouncing 
ish anti-Semitism. 

In 1970 *at led the success 
ful campaign which di scour- 
aged the German goveraiDSBt 
from casing Ernst Acfceo- 
bach. a German diplomat la 


lor Kurt*Georfe Kies: nger for 
his role before and during the 
war. 

The following year she kept! 
a promise and slapped him in 
the face during a Christaln 
Democratic political confer* 
ence in Berlin — and was sent- 
enced to a year in jail, later 
reduced to four months. 

Although praised in Eastern 


Jarket commissioner. 

With the help of her. hus- 
band, she has compiled a lirt .af 
some 1,000 German war crimi- 
nals who have eluded prosecu- 
tion although condemned Is 
absentia by French courts. 

“By herselT\ said French 
phtlospher Vladimir Jcnhelo- 
vltch, "she is the cowdeaca 
of a country which remains 
unconscious of Its sets.* 
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